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Our Ref: MD/SH/IS/FOI 1436906-8e8e4bd7
20th May 2026
Alix Martin
Via email to xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx
Dear Alix
Re:
FOI Request   Discharges of Alston Moor residents from the Freeman Hospital and the Royal Victoria Infirmary
In reference to your request for information under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
You requested the following information:

1. For each financial year from 2020/21 to the latest completed year: the number of patients discharged from the Freeman Hospital or the Royal Victoria Infirmary whose home address was within the Alston Moor parish, broken down by discharge pathway (Pathway 0, 1, 2 or 3), in aggregate form.
Unfortunately, we don’t have access to accurate/complete enough data to include discharge pathway. Instead, we have provided below the number of patients discharged from either Freeman Hospital/RVI for each financial year who have an active address on record with a postcode beginning “CA9 3**”.  This also means we are not able to complete Q2.
	Year
	Count

	2020-21
	49

	2021-22
	66

	2022-23
	55

	2023-24
	49

	2024-25
	56

	2025-26
	65


2. For patients in the above cohort discharged to Pathway 2 or Pathway 3: the care home or setting used, or its category, with distance from Alston, in aggregate form.
Please see response to Q1.
3. Confirmation of whether Grisedale Croft Care Home, Alston, has at any time been included on the Trust's Pathway 2 or Pathway 3 provider list or on any recommended list of options for patients returning to the Alston Moor area.
The Trust are unable to provide this information as this information is not held.
4. A description of how the Trust liaises with Westmorland and Furness Council, NHS North East and North Cumbria ICB, Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust and Alston Medical Practice when discharging Alston Moor residents.
We communicate as and when needed to multiple parties about a patients discharge but this is specific to the person being discharged.

The information supplied to you continues to be protected by the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988. You are free to use it for your own purposes, including any non​-commercial research you are doing and for the purposes of news reporting. Any other re​use, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright holder. Many documents supplied by the Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust may have been produced by government officials and will be Crown Copyright. You can find details on the arrangements for re-using Crown Copyright on HMS Online at: http://www.hmso.gov.uk/copyright/licences/click-use-home.htm 
Information you receive which is not subject to Crown Copyright continues to be protected by the copyright of the person, or organisation, from which the information originated. You must ensure that you gain their permission before reproducing any third party (non Crown Copyright) information. 

If you are unhappy with the response you have received and wish to request an internal review, you should contact;
Freedom of Information 
Corporate Risk & Assurance Team 
The Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
Royal Victoria Infirmary
Queen Victoria Road

Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 4LP or email xxxx.xxxxxxx.xxxxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx within 40 working days.
If you are not satisfied with the outcome of an internal review, you can contact the Information Commissioners Office;

Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow, Cheshire 
SK9 5AF. 

Yours sincerely
Freedom of Information Team
Corporate Risk & Assurance
     Headquarters


Freeman Hospital 


High Heaton


Newcastle upon Tyne


NE7 7DN





         Tel: 0191 233 6161
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